
The Representation of Race in The Americans by Robert Frank. 

 

One of my favourite photography books and pieces of photographic work is The Americans by 

Robert Frank. I am very familiar with it and am enthralled with the amount of issues it touches on in 

post depression America,  aswell as the ideas and opinions the photographs depict in their layered 

narrative and candid style. I plan to focus in this essay, on the issue of race and how it is portrayed 

throughout the book relative to various investigation into 1950’s America including the civil rights 

movement and segregation and a look at the ‘beat movement’ and other social aspects to develop 

an idea of how the issue of race shaped American culture. 

The information and research I gather for this essay will come from many sources but mainly i will 

direct my research to Articles and even into literature. The Americans has been analysed and 

critiqued many times as it is such a fundamental piece of photographic work, so there is an over 

population of material out there for this subject. This may make my research harder In finding 

information relevant to my Title, but with careful selection I believe I can find opinions which will 

benefit my essay. I plan to first start with the expanded edition of Franks ‘The Americans’ which is 

titled Looking In: Robert Frank The Americans. It is a extended version of the book and it includes 

essays and additional commentary on how the work Developed and how it was received by the 

audience. It especially includes essays by Sarah Greenough who also curated the book and I believe 

will be a great starting point for my research.  

The nature of The Americans as a photographic piece is so in depth that it will be hard to simply 

focus on this one issue. I am predicting that with my focus on race, I will come the issue of class, 

gender and sexuality too. These were equally important issues at the time of the work and also 

these issues come together with the construction of individual photographs and even chapters in the 

book. It may be hard to talk about one without the other. These additions will also follow with my 

interest in the context of this work and the general social climate of America relative to the time 

when it was produced. I want to understand more into why Robert Frank had these opinions which 

are reflected in his work and also a more clear understanding of why a whole Generation (beat 

generation) had these opinions. The release of The Americans was just over 50 years ago and I want 

to see how it relates to our modern day social life. Is it as True today as it was then? Even in our 

Connected, technological web of new media and social networking. Can the Americans still put a fair 

comment on our lifestyle being 50 Years out of date? After all 50 years in the technology sense is a 

very long time when within 22 years our lives and existence have become based around computers 

and the internet.  
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